KENTISH STOUR CATCHMENT DETAILS

CATCHMENT AREA




1080.77 km2
TOPOGRAPHY




Highest Point = 205 metres AOD




Lowest Point  =     0 metres AOD

GEOLOGY




Mainly chalk, overlain with Tertiary deposits in the north.

Gault Clay, Lower Greensand and Weald Clay outcrop in the south west of the catchment.

ESTIMATED CATCHMENT POPULATION

1991 452,000

2001 476,000
    5.3% increase

In the Summer this probably doubles due to:

(i) Seaside resort tourism (especially Thanet).

(ii) Cross Channel passengers (over 30 million in 1999 through the Channel Tunnel or by Ferry).

(iii) Canterbury tourists (Cathedral had 2.4 million visitors in 1999).

(iv) Large student population in Canterbury at UKC and Christchurch College.

DISTRICTS AND ESTIMATED POPULATION (1991)

	District
	Persons
	Area (in ha.) in
	% Area of
	Population in

	
	per km2
	Catchment     
	Catchment
	Catchment

	
	
	
	
	

	ASHFORD
	  250
	23,600
	21.8%
	  58,300

	CANTERBURY
	  430
	25,200
	23.4%
	107,100

	DOVER
	  330
	32,100
	29.7%
	105,600

	MAIDSTONE
	  350
	  1,700
	  1.5%
	    5,900

	SHEPWAY
	  320
	14,100
	13.0%
	  45,700

	SWALE
	  320
	     600
	  0.6%
	    1,900

	THANET
	1180
	10,800
	10.0%
	127,200


WATER RESOURCES

	Rainfall
	Mean Year
	1:10 Year Drought

	
	
	

	Mean Annual Total (mm)
	730
	575

	Effective Rainfall (mm)
	246
	125


	Resource Areas
	Number
	Area (in ha.)  in Catchment
	% Area of Catchment

	
	
	
	

	Stour Marshes
	 9
	17,350
	16.1%

	Great Stour
	10
	17,120
	15.8%

	Upper Great Stour
	11
	23,320
	21.6%

	Little Stour
	12
	28,500
	26.4%

	Thanet Chalk
	13
	  7,610
	  7.0%

	Dover Chalk
	14
	14,150
	13.1%


ABSTRACTION (average daily volume)

Licensed Abstraction


367 ml/day

Actual Abstraction


171 ml/day  46.6%

Licensed Abstraction from groundwater
309 ml/day

% from groundwater


84%

Number of users with licensed abstraction:



                  Surface water
216



                  Ground water
127

River Flow (cubic metres per second)

Mean Flow



3.34

Low Flow (95%)



1.56

Water Supply Companies in the Catchment

	
	Area (ha)
	% Catchment

	
	
	

	MID KENT WATER Plc
	44,200
	40.9%

	SOUTHERN WATER (Kent)
	35,700
	33.0%

	FOLKESTONE AND DOVER
	28,200
	26.1%


WATER QUALITY

River Ecosystem Classification as % of the Stour Catchment between 1995 – 1997.

	Class
	Percentage

	RE1
	0

	RE2
	37.33

	RE3
	50.34

	RE4
	1.90

	RE5
	10.43


Chemical GQA (General Quality Assessment) as % of sites in each class for the Stour Catchment.

	Class
	Percentage

	A
	2.94

	B
	61.01

	C
	2.61

	D
	9.71

	E
	0


Number of EC Designated Bathing Waters  =  12

Sewage Discharges

	
	Number
	Consented Volume (ml/day)

	To rivers
	26
	52.848

	To estuary
	 4
	2.192

	To sea
	 8
	102.406


Flood Defence

	Coastline (including main tidal waters
	80.6 kms

	Main River
	254.6 kms

	Sea Defences Agency
	17.9 kms

	Tidal Banks Agency
	38.1 kms


CONSERVATION

· Sites of Special Scientific Interest
31

· Water Dependent SSSI’s

14

· National Nature Reserves

  3

· Ramsars (or Special Protection Areas)
  4

· Water dependent Special Areas of

Conservation



  2

· Sites of Nature Conservation Interest
18

Pollution Prevention and Control

· Licensed waste sites


47

· Processed Industry Regulations
  7

· Radioactive Substance sites

10

(mainly hospitals)

FISHERIES

Length designated under the EC Freshwater Fisheries Directive (kms)

	
	Freshwater
	Tidal

	CYPRINID (Game)
	26.9
	13.9

	SALMONOID (Freshwater)
	  0.0
	  4.5


