RIVER STOUR AND RECREATION

· The main activities which attract people to the river corridor are:–

WALKING

CANOEING

SWIMMING

BOATING

FISHING

ORNITHOLOGY

· The main management issues are:

ACCESS

AESTHESTIC ACCEPTABILITY

HEALTH RISK (from immersion)

· The Environment Agency have duties set out in Section 8 of the 1989 Water Act which empowers the EA to conserve and enhance the natural beauty and amenity of inland and coastal waters. They also have the duty to administer navigation rights, which are often complicated due to historical usage and ownership rights.
ACCESS

· In the upper reaches above Ashford, public access is very limited and this is the same situation until the river reaches Canterbury. The Westgate Gardens and Kingsmead are public rights of way and boats and canoes are available for hire.

· Gravel pits and flooded areas caused by coal mine subsidence make the river virtually inaccessible for long stretches.

EXPANSION

· As Ashford expands the demand for recreation will increase. The KCC and Countryside Commission promoted the development of two long distance footpaths – The Stour Valley walk and the Elham Valley route.

· At present the catchment is lightly used for immersion sports although canoeing is practised in the tidal reaches and wind surfing, swimming and water skiing occur in the estuary at Pegwell Bay. There are numerous complaints about the poor water quality and the presence of industrial /sewage outfalls in the Bay area. Recent improvements by Southern Water and Pfizers have improved the situation.

· Fishing is an important recreational activity with stocked trout fisheries in the middle reaches and coarse fishing near Ashford and below Fordwich.

· The tidal river above Plucks Gutter is a nationally renowned coarse fishing match venue – in 1990 over 90 block licences were issued for fishing matches at Grove Ferry.

· The ancient fishing rights in the tidal reaches are now exercised by the Fordwich United Charities and let to the Canterbury and District Angling Association.

· The Environment Agency is not the navigation authority for the River Stour. From Pegwell Bay to Richborough Castle, navigation is regulated by the Sandwich Port and Haven Commissioners.

· Canoes and rowing boats are permitted within Canterbury and moorings at Grove Ferry, Plucks Gutter and Sandwich are used by over 400 pleasure craft every year.

· Richborough Port is commercial with over 650 ship movements annually, mainly transporting oil, stone and gravel. Its potential growth is limited by depth of water (maximum allowed is 3.3 metres) and dredging is needed to keep the channel open against further siltation.

· The speed limit on the river is 6 knots.

TARGETS

The EA has various targets to uphold Recreation:–

Water Quality

· Water should be free from surface films, floating litter, discolouration or unpleasant odours.

· Waters to be aesthetically acceptable to users.

River Flow

· A basic Flow Regime is maintained to minimise detriment to recreation and amenity.

River Topography

· Maintain existing footpaths and access points.

· Manage and renovate river features.

· Maintain launching points, mooring facilities and storage areas.

River Management

· Distinct sign posting of footpaths, access rights and recreational features.

· Provide Countryside information boards and leaflets.

· Manage recreation with conservation in mind.
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