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BACKGROUND

· The Stour Valley Society was formed in 1969 to, preserve the beauty of the valley, to safeguard it against development and to promote public enjoyment. It always strongly supported these aims with encouragement of walking along the Public Footpaths and consequently it published a series of walk maps between 1974 – 1983 and a book about Lower Stour walks in 1985.

· The Stour Valley Walk was opened in 1990 in collaboration with the Society and KCC. This has proven a popular walk, which can either be undertaken in one long walk or shorter sections.

· The walk is 82.4kms (51.5 miles) long and KCC have a published a Guide Book which incorporates a route guide, footpath maps and a children’s guide.

· They suggest three itineraries for a long walk:-

(i) THREE DAYS - 17 miles each day (7/8 hours each)

(ii) FOUR DAY  -  13 miles each day (5/6 hours each)

(iii) FIVE DAYS  -  10 miles each day (4/5 hours each)

· There are Twelve sections designed for their unique history or geographical detail:-

a) Lenham ( Littlechart

6 ¼ miles (10 kms)

b) Littlechart ( Ashford

8 ¼ miles (13.2 kms)

c) Ashford ( Wye


5 ½ miles (8.8 kms)

d) Wye ( Godmersham

5     miles (8 kms)

e) Godmersham ( Chilham

3 ¼ miles (6 kms)

f) Chilham ( Chartham

3 ½ miles (5.6 kms)

g) Chartham ( Canterbury 

4     miles (6.4 kms)

h) Canterbury ( Sturry

2 ½ miles (4 kms)

i) Sturry ( Upstreet

6     miles (9.6 kms)

j) Upstreet (East Stourmouth
3     miles (4.8 kms)

k) East Stourmouth (Sandwich
7 ½ miles (12 kms)

l) Sandwich (Shell Ness

3 ½ miles (5.6 kms)

· The route is Waymarked with colour–coded arrows:–

YELLOW
=
Public Right of Way

BLUE

=
Bridleway

RED

=
Byways and other routes

THE LOGO

· The design of the SVW logo features the head of the Grey Heron.

· The oldest known colony in Britain is at Chilham but numbers have declined from 100 pairs in the 1950’s to less than 10 pairs in recent years. (The largest known colony in Britain is found in Kent at the Northwood Hill RSPB Reserve at High Halstow with over 200 pairs).

· As well as the colony at Chilham there are a number of other small colonies found along the river and herons frequently visit during the year, particularly between February and September.
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